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Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ

One of the best soccer players in the world came from the small town of Tepeji 
del Rio, Raul Jimenez.   He lived the dream of almost every young soccer player 
and played for the Mexico in the World Cup in 2018.  Now, he has played in 
Europe.   He is humble and has never forgotten his small-town roots.  When a 
nine-year-old boy was injured in a serious bicycle accident, he called in on 
FaceTime to wish him a speedy recovery. There is no one like him.           

When we look at the pages of the Scriptures, there is no one like Melchizedek.  
We hear of Melchizedek in the book of Genesis and in psalm 110. There is no 
record of his family, he was thought not to have a father or mother.  This made 
him a mysterious figure.  Where did he come from?  Some believed that he never 
died. This led to the understanding that we read about in Hebrews, chapters 5-7 
about Jesus being a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.  He was 
both a priest and a king. No one else was thought to be a priest   forever, unlike 
the priesthood of Aaron, or the priestly tribe of the Levites that ended with the 
death of the individual priest. People believed that Melchizedek’s priesthood was 
eternal.  The only other one who is both priest and king and whose priesthood is 
truly eternal is Jesus Christ. Melchizedek also stands out because he doesn’t offer 
a goat or a lamb or the first fruits of the land, he offers bread and wine to when 
he offers Abram bread and wine in thanksgiving to God for his victory at war.  
Notice that Abram in turn offerings him a tithe of his booty. Abram became 
Abraham, our father in faith, he is the voice of God, a prophet and in this offering, 
the two men are united, Melchizedek the priest and king with Abraham, the 
prophet, and that unity is fulfilled in Jesus who is priest, prophet and king.  On the 
cross Jesus makes his priestly sacrificial offering of his life, on the cross Jesus 
preaches the best homily he every spoke, on the cross Jesus is King of the 
Universe, on the cross he is victorious in the age-old battle over Satan and the 
power that sin and death once had over us.  The night before he died Jesus 
offered bread and wine, and as we heard in the first letter of St. Paul to the 
Romans, he said, this is my body, this is my blood, do this in memory of me.  This 
great offering for our salvation is what we celebrate every Sunday.   At our 
baptism Jesus anoints us as priest, prophet and king, he feeds us with his very self 
at the Eucharist so that we offer our lives as priests, speak prophetic words of 



God’s love and serve with true humility and strengthened by the royal dignity of 
Christ our King.    

Notice what Jesus teaches his disciples in Luke’s Gospel with the feeding of the 
five thousand.   Jesus the source of all that is good is the one who performed the 
miracle with the five loaves and two fish so that everyone had enough to eat.  He 
then told the disciples that they were the ones to serve the people.  To be 
anointed at baptism and confirmation, to receive Jesus’s body and blood at the 
Eucharist is about service.  If we only receive and do not give, we are not living as 
Eucharistic people. 

On this father’s I would like to encourage every father to think of the importance 
of serving your children.  Certainly, God mothers calls mothers in their own way 
to care for their children.  Most children know that their mother loves them. 
Mothers who carry their children the womb, and feed them from their earliest 
days.  That physical difference can make it more difficult for a father to create a 
bond with his children.  When is does make that bond, it is truly a unique gift in 
different ways for both the sons and the daughters.

I want to share with you, that my father worked hard as a logger to provide for his 
family, my mom and for us six kids.  He also taught us how to pray, how to love 
God, how to forgive and care for each other.  He was the first one who invited me 
to think about being a priest.  I am a priest today because he cared for not only 
my physical needs, but also my spiritual needs.  My father was not always perfect, 
but I knew that he went to confession.  I knew he asked for forgiveness.  Jesus 
anoints everyone one of us for the special vocation that God gives us in life.  
Fathers, you are anointed to live your unique role.  We pray that in this Mass you 
will be strengthen to live your role as a father in the way that God intends so that 
our children will be strong in faith, hope and love. 

We keep going to Jesus in everything, especially in the Eucharist, both at Mass 
and in adoration.  (11:00 am only): We will have adoration and a Eucharistic 
process following Mass today. Remember too that we now have the Eucharistic 
Chapel that is available all day every day with a key-fob.  Michael is in the parish 
office today and can help you to get one if you haven’t done so.  Stay close to 
Jesus and he will show you the way.             
        



       


